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“Our mission is to share Christ with the world through worship, service, and witness.”
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…”Be faithful. Open your mouth wide. He will fill it.”

	


Pastor’s Page
Discover Your Gifts and Find Your Place to Serve...
Sixteen years ago, I offered this prayer to the Lord: “Lord, from this day forward, I will live as a servant whom You can use to build Your Kingdom.” Since then, I have become a pastor and have continued to serve in pastoral ministry. However, Ephesians 4:12 reminds us that the work of building up the Kingdom of God is not the responsibility of pastors alone. It is the calling of every member of the church. In fact, one of the pastor’s responsibilities is to equip the saints for ministry so that they can serve others and build up the body of Christ.
That is why God has given each of us different gifts and abilities. These gifts do not differ in value; rather, they are all precious instruments that God can use for His purposes. We are taught in I Corinthians 12 that all spiritual gifts are given for the common good of the community. What gifts has God given you? Have you found an opportunity to use them?
Through the Ministry Leadership Pipeline (refer to pp. 14-16) we are developing in our church; opportunities are opening for each of you serve according to your gifts and abilities. When it comes to serving, the size or visibility of the task is                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     not what matters most. Jesus reminds us that those who are faithful with little can be entrusted with much. I believe that as each of us faithfully serves in even the smallest tasks, our church will grow, and our faith will grow as well.
The Ministry Leadership Pipeline we are introducing is not limited to the positions listed. If you have a desire to serve in a different way, we can create a new role that fits your gifts and interests. My hope is that this opportunity will inspire each of you to make a commitment to use the gifts God has given you in service to Him and to His church.
Let us remember the words of 1 Peter 4:10 “Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.”
May we each discover our gifts, find our place to serve, and faithfully work together to build up the body of Christ.
Blessings,
Pastor Jun




Our mission is to share Christ with the world through WORSHIP…

One Nation Under God Prayer Vigil 

On Saturday, October 24, we held a 12-hour prayer vigil. It is difficult to describe the power of the Holy Spirit when we unite in prayer. This special time allowed us to humble ourselves before God and ask for healing for ourselves, our families, churches, communities, states, and nation. Revival is needed, and it must begin within each of us. The Holy Spirit works from within and spreads outward. I pray that everyone who participated felt God’s healing touch—the healing our nation so desperately needs. Thank you to all who gave up some of their Saturday and came to the church for prayer and for Phyllis and Scott who were at the church to make things go smoothly. I pray that we will have more vigils during 2027. If you felt inspired and would like to be a part of planning the vigils, please see Nancy Zerbe.

We give all thanks and glory to Jesus! These are God’s words and promise:

2 Chronicles 7:14 (NIV) "If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land."

Battle Plan for Prayer Study   

Where has the time gone? The 8-week study will almost be over by the time you are reading this. We have over 14 who are taking this study to arm themselves for effective prayer. I am so thankful for this group. What a great way to spend the middle of the week! We are learning, sharing, caring, praying, bonding, loving and laughing together. I think God hand-picked everyone there. Thank you, Jesus. If you missed out on the study, I happen to have a “few” Battle Plan for Prayer 35-day personal study books. (Let’s say I had a few problems ordering the right books!) -Nancy Zerbe
     BECAUSE OF THE BABY                
                  JESUS
Mostly written by Kathy Irey
Also written by Nancy Goodish
Produced and directed by Kathy Irey and Nancy Goodish
Costuming by Nancy Goodish

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2026 DURING MORNING WORSHIP
Musical performances by The Guitar Trio, The Bell Choir, The Circleville Ensemble, Nancy Goodish, Tallon Spears, and Pastor Gloria Jun.
Starring Grayson Geier, Harvey Painter, Brody Simpson, Nancy Goodish, Kathy Irey, Jim McConville, John Petrovay, Robert Beck, Melissa Kreiger, Maggie Geier, Tracy Pasek, Sherri Spears, Scott Goodish, Renee Gabany, Mark Pasek, Teena Foscoe, and Larry Foscoe.
Organ accompaniment by Mary Jane Clark
Clavinova accompaniment by Fred King, Jr.
Sound board run by Ed Hines

...And several surprise appearances!

GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST!

Make a Joyful Noise Unto the Lord—Circleville Ensemble
If you like to sing, please join Circleville Ensemble! Solos, duets, string, brass, and other musical talents are welcome. If you’d like to share in worship and praise through music, contact Nancy Goodish at 724.205.8890.
South Korea Pilgrimage Pastor Jun and Doug Dempsey are attending the South Korea Pilgrimage for Spiritual Renewal at Kwanglim Seminar House in South Korea from Oct. 28 to November 4, 2026. (PJ will be taking vacation, returning on November 14.) The group will attend part of the Korean Methodist General Conference, where the GMC and KMC will reaffirm the MOU they signed at the GMC General Conference in Johannesburg, Africa. This will help ensure the MOU's security. Approximately 44 people, including leadership (Rev. Jeff Greenway, our current Conference Bishop/Superintendent), clergy, and laity, are attending. Reaffirming the MOU will be a historic milestone. Pastor Lee will also attend the KMC General Conference as a delegate. Please keep them in your prayers for the Holy Spirit's guidance during the program and for safe travels. Also, praying for God’s wisdom and care during Pastor Jun’s absence. 
Emergency contacts during this time are Grace Aiken (724.787.0269) and Patty McDowell. Please notify Grace and/or Patty of urgent needs and they will liaise with Rev. Mark Smith as appropriate.

Communion November Communion was moved to October 25, 2026 to accommodate Pastor Jun’s pilgrimage and so she could be with us.













Our mission is to share Christ with the world through WITNESS…

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

Refer to pages 18-19 for information about this WITNESS mission.

Kairos Prison Ministry International—Thank You
Thank you, Circleville Church, for supporting the Kairos K-14 weekend at SCI Fayette. Your prayers were an important part of the weekend. You prayed  every hour for 72 hours for the volunteer team and for the 33 incarcerated men by name. Through your support, you became part of a community of 1,151 people providing a hedge of prayer around the weekend. We saw the Holy Spirit do a mighty work in several men who had not previously had a relationship with God. The weekend was only the beginning. Twenty-eight of the 33 men attended the first weekly accountability group. In accountability groups, the men encourage and support one another weekly as they continue their new walks with the Lord. The entire Kairos community is grateful for Circleville Church’s prayers and support and for standing with us and the men of SCI Fayette. -Mark Pasek & Jim McConnville 
Embrace Ministries
It's hard to believe that we are nearing the end of another amazing Embrace Ministries semester. We are so grateful for all the young people and their families that God has brought to us through Embrace. At the end of the semester, we hold a celebration for both the Embrace Grace and the Embrace Legacy participants. Each of these classes is one semester. The Embrace Life is a 2-semester class. Our shower celebration for our Embrace Grace girl Jaiden is going to be November 14, 2026 at 11:00 a.m. Invitations are on the Embrace Grace table in the Narthex. Our lunch celebration for Shai will be the same time. The sign-up sheets for both are also on the table. If you haven't had a chance to meet Jaiden and Shai yet, they are usually in worship. Stop, say “Hello”, and help us celebrate them on November 14!  
Friends and Family Sunday—Our Intentional Outreach

  Friends & Family Sunday is primarily intended to invite our loved ones and
  those who need Christ to reconnect with the Lord. Let us take 
  advantage of this opportunity to bring them back to God for their  
  salvation and sanctification. Our Cell Groups provide refreshments on 
  these Sundays. Cell Groups are Wesleyan-based, comprised of 6-12 
  people, who meet to grow in their faith by exploring Scripture and 
  various Wesleyan questions, and to share their personal experiences––
  both trials and progressions.
  
  A seemingly small effort can benefit loved ones who need Christ for their
  eternal well-being

Philippians 1:3,5 “I thank my God every time I remember you because of
your sharing in the Gospel from the first day until now.”        

  Hayride Thank you for the turnout, wonderful refreshments, and sharing   
  our fellowship and food with our Goodman guests. A great outreach!  

Hoagies The last hoagie sale of 2026 was on Sunday, Oct 18, 2026. The sum raised from hoagies this year was $7,272.3. This money helps support our ministries and outreach. We couldn't do this without your support in helping sell the hoagies, make the hoagies, and prayer. Thank you for another wonderful (and tasty!) year.                                                                                                      

Praise, Grace, Rejoice, Thankful
Daniel 2:21 — "He changes times and seasons; he deposes kings and raises up others. He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the discerning." 

Our mission is to share Christ with the world through Service...
Family Ministry covers a lot of ministries to our church family. We lead the fun, fellowship, and fundraisers. Please watch the Narthex long table and the weekly bulletin for information and sign-ups and mark your calendars for the fall/winter ministries that arise.
Christmas Cookie Exchange
Start thinking about your favorite Christmas cookie that you bake. Our 
Christmas Cookie Exchange will be December 5, 2026 at 9 a.m.!
A sign-up sheet is on Narthex table. Deadline: November 29, 2026. The number who sign up will determine the number of dozens we request. We always make 1 extra dozen of each cookie type to donate to AA. Share your love through cookies with this group. Direct your cookie queries to Teena Foscoe and Cindy Gallick. 
Christmas Dinner for AA 

The cookies we collect at our Cookie Exchange (above) for AA will be shared with them during the dinner we host for them the following week, Dec 12, 2026. The meal details have not determined, so if you have an interest in working on this with me, please let me know. It’s not a lot of work and the AA members are always very appreciative. Merry Christmas!  -Nancy Zerbe 
Christmas Card Exchange Fundraiser Who doesn't love getting Christmas cards? As in the past, we will be having our Circleville Church Christmas Card Exchange fundraiser. We will provide you with a list of members. All you do is complete a Christmas greeting card for those you want to give a Christmas card. Bring to the church and drop it in the drop-off box. For each card you give, we ask you please give a donation of .50 instead of the postage if you had mailed it. Please leave your donation in an envelope marked Christmas Card Donation when you drop off your cards. Then members can pick up their cards. The information will be available by Advent (beginning November 29, 2026), so watch the table and the Sunday bulletin for more information.  
Calendar Perspective: Cookie Exchange sign-ups end when our Christmas Card Exchange begins! Much fun and festivity to plan! 
Movie & Covered Dish Dinner has been postponed to January or February 2027.

Applebee's Fundraiser It's time once again for the easiest fundraiser of the year. All you need to do is find a few friends and go eat!  Simple as that.  See the attached flyer for our Applebee's Dining to Donate Day all day on DECEMBER 1, 2026. Simply bring your flyer and friends and tell Applebee’s you would like to donate to Circleville Church. Flyers are on the Narthex long table and as an appendix in this Good News Messenger issue. Grab some and give to your friends and family. For those hunters who didn't come home with dinner, they can treat the family to dinner at Applebee’s...and lunch too!  See you at the restaurant!  

               Food Pantry 
Colossians 3:15 “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful.” 
It is glorious to see this church community overachieve in keeping the food pantry overflowing with generous donations. The Thanksgiving season is fast approaching and we are stocked well. Please see the display table in the Narthex for requests for family food baskets for Thanksgiving. (It is beautiful and engaging.) Currently the pantry board lists jarred pasta sauce, yams/sweet potatoes, box stuffing mix (or dressing if you call it that!), evaporated milk, canned pumpkin for pie, cranberry sauce, and canned fruit. Also, you’ll appreciate the helpful use of color on the food bank board—Green (GO) for needed items. Red (STOP) for items of which we have plenty. - Rob McCoy

 [image: ]


Linda Storer Retirement 
If you see Linda and George Storer please wish them well as they take a well-deserved retirement from custodians here at Circleville effective November 14, 2026. They have served us amazingly well for 9 years. Best wishes to both! 

Finance & Business  
Our September Financial report continues to show our giving is up over 10% from last year. We are currently showing $6,666.00 more in revenue than expenses for the year!  Thank you to everyone thus far in 2026!

Two special envelopes: Attached with this Good News Messenger is your Advent envelope of daily giving. Your Thanksgiving offering envelope is included with your November offering envelopes. The Finance Committee and Church Council wish to emphasize how important these end-of-the-year offerings are in helping meet our financial obligations.

November will kick off our Stewardship Campaign for 2027.  If you are like me, as soon as you hear “stewardship campaign” you immediately start to think – “Here we go again about money.” But God wants us to be Good Stewards of ALL the gifts He has given us. (Please refer to Pastor Jun’s message pp. 1-2.) 

This fall as we talk about the Stewardship Campaign, we will look at our stewardship in relation to our mission statement and living this out through our tithes and offerings. Our mission statement is “To share Christ with the world through worship, service and witness.”  How does that relate to our campaign theme? How does the Bible refer to tithes?  Please take the time to look these verses up and reflect on what they mean to you.  

Malachi 3:8-10; Proverbs 11:24-25; Proverbs 3:9-10; Leviticus 27:30; Genesis 28:20-22; Deuteronomy 14:22; 1 Corinthians 16:1-2; 2 Chronicles 31:4-5; Nehemiah 10:35-37




What does the Bible describe as gifts? As with our relationship with Christ, He wants our hearts. He wants us to want to help our brothers and sisters. Not because it is commanded (like tithing) but because we have compassion for them. How does the Bible refer to gifting? Please take the time to look these verses up, too, and reflect on what they mean to you.  
2 Corinthians 9:6-7; Luke 6:38; Mark 12:41-44; Acts 20:35; Matthew 6:1-4; Psalms 4:5; Luke 21:1-4; Luke 16:10; Deuteronomy 16:17; 2 Corinthians 9:11; 1 Timothy 6:17-19; Proverbs 28:27; Exodus 35:5; Hebrews 13:16; 1 John 3:17

Our stewardship campaign “Presentation of our Tithes and Offerings” will be run during the weeks of November 15 and 22, 2026. There are 24 Bible verses listed above. Consider reading and reflecting on one verse a day starting Nov 1. On Sunday, November 22 (Commitment Sunday) you will be asked to complete your stewardship cards. They are available at the Church Office, included in this Good News Messenger as an appendix (p. 17) and in the 11/15 and 11/22 Sunday bulletins. They will be collected during worship on Commitment Sunday. The stewardship card estimates help us plan our budget for 2027. If your circumstances change, these estimates can be revised at any time. We ask you to prayerfully consider your tithes and offerings for 2027. Thank you and God Bless! -John Simpson, Finance Chair
SAY CHEESE! Thank you to all who had your photos taken for the family photo bulletin board thus far. This will be helpful to all our visitors and new members. Photo make-up date is November 8, 2026. We apologize for the postponed date for the second photo session due to unforeseen circumstances. If you are unavailable for the makeup date and want to be included, please give Darlene or Marion a photo (printed, emailed, or texted) and we will make sure you are part of this Service mission. 


Church Directory This is the last call for updating your information in the church directory. We hope to have a new directory ready for pick up before the end of the year. The deadline to submit your changes to Darlene Simpson (724.309.4277 or amsunshine4@hotmail.com) is November 5, 2026. 
Change for Good
We continue to select a charity monthly for which our monies support those in need rather than costs associated with the administration of an organization. Some charities are local; some are conference wide. Some are national or even international. Watch the bulletin for the designated charity/cause or check the ChangeForGood box outside the sanctuary doors. When considering a charity, please be sure that a minimum of 75% of donations go to the specific cause. How to do this? Consult charity watch dog sites, check the charity’s IRS forms, or look at key ratios and benchmarks. Suggestions are welcome; contact Phyllis Dempsey. Thank you!


Dart Ball is a time of co-ed fun and competition at area churches on Mondays. Start time is 7 p.m. but come early to enjoy devotions and fellowship with local Christians 12 yrs. and older…and eat some cake! Contact Tim Thompson for more info. The schedule thru November is as follows: 
11/2   – Irwin Methodist at Circleville – Home
11/9   – LCOS at Circleville – Home
11/16 – Circleville at West Newton – Away
11/23 – Paintertown at Circleville – Home
11/30 – Circleville at Norwin Alliance – A

Kids’ Page
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Matthew 9:37-38: Jesus noting that the harvest is plentiful but workers are few, instructing disciples to pray for laborers. (Laborers are people who work hard.)



Circleville Ministry Leadership Pipeline
    [image: Pipeline Graphic]
Our church leadership pipeline consists of Ministry Directors, Captains, Leaders, and Servants. Each role is important, and we work together as one team to serve God and build up our church. 
[image: Pipeline Graphic]Ministry Directors oversee all ministries and provide overall guidance and  
         support. 
[image: Pipeline Graphic]Captains are responsible for individual ministry teams. They work closely with their ministry leaders to ensure that each ministry is fulfilling its purpose. To keep each ministry running smoothly, Captains regularly 1) check on their teams; 2) communicate with their Leaders; and 3) identify any needs or challenges. When additional help is needed, Captains work with their Leaders to gather and organize Servants to support the ministry. Captains also maintain close communication with the Ministry Director. Together, they can identify new opportunities for ministry and establish new roles or ministries as needed.
So, you want to know more about Leaders and Servants? 
Leaders serve under their respective Captains, working together in harmony to carry out the ministry’s responsibilities and goals. 
Servants support the Leaders and play an essential role in helping each ministry function effectively. Every person who serves contributes to the success of the ministry.
Brothers and sisters, would you like to be part of a ministry? Please contact the Ministry Director or the Captain or the Leader of the ministry you are interested in joining. Please see below for current leadership and vacant positions (in red) waiting for you!
Ministry Director – Pastor Gloria Jun

Worship Team - Nancy Goodish, Captain 
Worship Leader Coordination Leader – Nancy Goodish 
Circleville Ensemble Leader – Nancy Goodish
Ushers (for Greeting and Communion) Coordination Leader – Scott Goodish 
Communion Preparation Leader – Bonnie Kuk 
Decorations Leader – Nancy Goodish 
Acolyte Coordination Leader – Tyrone Zerbe
Pew Care Leader – Janet Seman
Advent/ Lent Flower Coordination Leader - Vacant
Prayer Team - Nancy Zerbe, Captain 
Prayer Vigil Leader – Vacant
Embrace Ministries Prayer Coordination Leader – Vacant
Monday Intercessory Prayer Leader - Nancy Zerbe 
Monday Centering Prayer Leader – Gloria Jun 
   Sunday Bible School – Kathy Irey, Captain
Children (Preschool/Elementary) Ministry Leader – Nancy Goodish 
Teen/Adult School Leaders – Scott Goodish, Kathy Irey, Phyllis Dempsey, Nancy Zerbe
Welcome Team – Phyllis Dempsey, Captain
Welcome Bags Preparation Leader - Scott Goodish
Friends and Family Sunday Refreshment Coordination Leader – Phyllis Dempsey
Welcome Flowers (for New Members Leader) – Melissa Krieger
Family Ministry/Fundraising 
Fundraisers - Bonnie Kuk, Captain
Hoagies Leader – Bonnie Kuk 
Soup Sale Leader – Darlene Simpson 
Strawberry Festival Leader – Marion Petrovay 
Applebee’s Coordination Leader - Vacant
Christmas Cards for Church Family Leader – Vacant

Church Family Events – Marion Petrovay, Captain 
Church Picnic Leader – Marion Petrovay
Hayride Leader – Bonnie Kuk
Christmas Party Leader – Marion Petrovay
Cookie Exchange Leaders – Cindy Gallick and Teena Foscoe
Thinking of You Cards Coordination Leader – Teena Foscoe
Birthday and Anniversary Card Coordination Leader – Vacant
Missions and Outreach– Karen Thompson, Captain 
Christmas Shoe Box (Global missions) Leader – Karen Thompson
Toys and Tots (Local children outreach) Leader – Judy Bittner
Nursing Home Valentines (Senior outreach) Leader – Janet Seman
AA Dinner (Community outreach) Leader - Vacant
Food Pantry (Community outreach) Leader – Rob McCoy
Embrace Ministries – Darlene Simpson, Captain 
Embrace Grace Leaders – Phyllis Dempsey and Marion Petrovay
Embrace Life Leaders - Ginny O’Rourke and Anneliese Zerbe
Embrace Legacy Leaders – Jim McConville and Ty Zerbe
Babysitter Leader - Vacant
Media Team – Captain - Vacant 
Website Content/ Social Media Leader - Dave Geier 
IT hardware and software Leader - Brandon Dempsey
Sound System Leader - Ed Hines
YouTube Sermon Uploading Leader - Pastor Lee
[bookmark: OLE_LINK9]Communications Team - Tracy Pasek, Captain
Good News Messenger Leader - Tracy Pasek
Bulletin Boards Leader – Marion Petrovay 
Narthex Care Leader (Coat Rack, Things on the long table, and bookshelf) – Vacant
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2027 Estimate of Giving Card
Circleville Church of North Huntingdon
A Global Methodist Church

I am committed to financially supporting Circleville Church of North Huntingdon.  I commit my gift to be applied as follows:                  
$	     Weekly 	 ___________ General Fund  _________ Building Fund                           
$	     Monthly	 ___________ General Fund  _________ Building Fund                           
$________________Online Giving available at: https://circlevillechurchgmc.com/giving/
				___________ General Fund  _________ Building Fund                           
Please print.  Name(s) ____________________________________________ Envelope #__________	
Luke 6:38   Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”
Please return by November 22, 2026, in the offering plate or by mail. This commitment may be revised or cancelled at any time at my request. Mail to: Circleville Church of N Huntingdon, 11600 Parkway Drive, N Huntingdon, PA 15642

 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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A Global Methodist Church
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I am committed to financially supporting Circleville Church of North Huntingdon.  I commit my gift to be applied as follows:                  
$	     Weekly 	 ___________ General Fund  _________ Building Fund                           
$	     Monthly	 ___________ General Fund  _________ Building Fund                           
$________________Online Giving available at: https://circlevillechurchgmc.com/giving/
				___________ General Fund  _________ Building Fund                           
     Please print.  Name(s) ____________________________________________ Envelope #__________
Luke 6:38   Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”
Please return by November 22, 2026, in the offering plate or by mail. This commitment may be revised or cancelled at any time at my request. Mail to: Circleville Church of N Huntingdon, 11600 Parkway Drive, N Huntingdon, PA 15642
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD (WITNESS)

Operation Christmas Child (OCC) is an outreach of Samaritan’s Purse—a Christian humanitarian organization run by Franklin Graham, Billy Graham’s son—that distributes shoeboxes filled with toys, art supplies, personal care items, and Christian literature to children around the globe.  National collection week is slated as November 16-23.  If you plan to pack a box this year, please note that the following acceptable items are those suggested by Samaritan’s Purse:  

School Supplies:  Pens, pencils and sharpeners, crayons, markers, stamps and ink pad sets, writing tablets or paper, solar calculators, coloring and picture books, etc. 
Non-liquid Hygiene Items:  Toothbrushes, washcloths, nail clipper and file, and combs/brushes. 
“WOW” Item:  Outfit, shoes, musical instrument (kazoos, harmonicas, Recorder), soccer ball w/pump, stuffed animal, doll.
Toys:  Small toy cars, balls, yo-yos, jump ropes, small Etch-A-Sketch, Slinky, toys that light up/make noise w/extra batteries).*
Clothing and Accessories:  Winter hat/scarf/mittens, T-shirts and other clothing, socks, undergarments, ball caps/hats/visors, UVA/UVB sunglasses (not toy sunglasses), hair clips, toy jewelry, watches, flashlights (with plenty of extra batteries).* 
A Personal Note:  A message to the child, a photo of yourself/family/group.

* Consider avoiding battery toys for ages 2-4 years for safety reasons

FYI—Age categories are as follows:  2-4 yrs. old; 5-9 yrs. old; and 10-14 yrs. old.

IMPORTANT NOTE:  With 15 years of experience working with Operation Christmas Child, I’ve learned that the items needed first and foremost—before anything else—are school supplies (pencils, erasers, sharpeners, writing paper, scissors, etc.) and hygiene items (pkgs. of  2-5 toothbrushes, 2-3 washcloths, and hairbrushes/combs). Items of clothing are also great, followed by all the fun stuff!  



DO NOT INCLUDE:  Used or damaged items; war-related items such as toy guns, knives or military figures; wearable “traditional” camouflage; liquids or lotions including liquid-filled balls; medications or vitamins; breakable items such as snow globes or glass containers; matches, fire starters or aerosol cans; seeds or organic matter; money, etc. Also, due to increasing customs’ regulations, all food [including fruit rolls or other fruit snacks, chocolate/food/candy/gum, drink mixes (powdered or liquid)], and soap and toothpaste are now NOT acceptable.

Please be aware that shipping costs are $10 per box. Please make checks payable to Samaritan’s Purse w/OCC designated in the memo line. Your check should then be placed in one of their brochure envelopes and put on top of the box’s contents. Only one check needs to be made out regardless of the number of boxes prepared (Example: $10 x 3 boxes = one $30 check placed in one of the three boxes). If you would rather pay online (www.samaritanspurse.org/occ), you can track your box—not to the child, but to the “country/area” where the box is distributed.  Also available are adhesive labels that already have a tracking code on them.

FYI:  If you are unable to shop for box contents, you can “Build a Shoebox Online” for a suggested donation of $30 (www.samaritanspurse.org/buildonline).
--OR--
You can donate to supply evangelistic storybooks [provided in 75  local languages] or by helping to enroll shoebox recipients in The Greatest Journey, a 12-lesson discipleship program. This program  costs just $6 per child, which includes teacher training, Bible lesson
books, and a New Testament for each graduate.

Although National Collection Week is November 16-23, all completed boxes must be placed under the long table in the Narthex by SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15, allowing time for delivery to the drop-off site.  

 Any questions, please see me after church or contact me (412.751.2797.)   
 Thank you for considering this very worthwhile mission project. 
 -Karen  Thompson
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